
Lesson Plan: Heart-Shaped Ceramic Dish
Grade Level: Elementary
Subject: Visual Arts (Ceramics)
Duration: 1–2 class periods (plus glazing and drying/firing time)

Learning Objectives
Knowledge:
· Understand properties of clay and how it can be shaped, textured, and decorated.
· Recognize how patterns and color enhance a functional ceramic piece.
Skills:
· Shape and form clay into a functional dish.
· Use tools to stamp, carve, and apply textures.
· Apply glaze or paint to decorate a piece.
Attitudes/Values:
· Develop patience and care during the creative process.
· Appreciate personal and peer artistic expression.
· Practice responsibility with tools and materials.
Materials
· Cone 6 ceramic clay
· Rolling pins
· Clay tools (wooden sticks, plastic knives, sculpting tools)
· Texture tools (stamps, lace, leaves, buttons)
· Small bowls or templates for shaping
· Water containers and sponges
· Underglazes or ceramic glazes
· Paintbrushes
· Aprons or table covers
Lesson Steps
1. Introduction (5–10 min)
· Show examples of ceramic dishes.
· Discuss use of texture, pattern, and color.
· Ask:
· What textures or patterns could you add to clay?
· How can color make your design stand out?
2. Clay Preparation (5 min)
· Knead clay to remove air bubbles and soften it.
3. Rolling Clay (5 min)
· Roll clay flat (~1 cm thick).
4. Create Heart Shape (5 min)
· Trace or freehand a heart shape and cut it out carefully.
5. Form the Dish (10 min)
· Gently press clay heart into a small bowl or mold to form edges.
6. Add Texture & Designs (10–15 min)
· Stamp, carve, or press patterns.
· Examples: lines, dots, floral designs, lace impressions.
7. Smooth Edges (5 min)
· Use water and fingers/sponges to smooth rough edges.
8. Drying/Firing
· Allow dishes to dry completely or fire in kiln.
9. Glazing & Decorating (20 min – 35 min)
· Apply glaze or paint, highlighting textures.
· Allow to dry completely; fire if ceramic clay is used.
10. Clean-Up (5 min)
· Wash tools and brushes.
· Wipe tables.
· Store projects safely to dry.
Reflection & Discussion
· What textures or patterns did you choose, and why?
· What was the easiest or most challenging part of shaping the clay?
· How did color change your design?
· What did you learn that you can use in future projects?
Assessment
Ongoing Evaluation:
· Observe students during work; provide guidance and feedback.
· Encourage self-reflection and peer feedback to improve design and technique.
Final Evaluation:
· Evaluate completed dishes for effort, creativity, texture, pattern, and glazing. 
· Include a short reflection or sharing discussion about artistic choices.
IEP Accommodation
· Provide extra time to complete the project.
· Offer step-by-step visual instructions or demonstrations.
· Simplify design options or provide additional support with tools as needed.
